
Moss Valley Fieldwork













“The Moss Valley is situated on the eastern side of the Pennines to the south 
of the City of Sheffield, and is virtually surrounded by urbanisation and 
industrialisation which contrasts sharply with its rural character and semi-
natural vegetation.” (Natural England)

Natural England. ‘Moss Valley SSSI ’ http://www.english-
nature.org.uk/citation/citation_photo/1000381.pdf [last accessed 15/02/15]

“Rare flora and fauna distinguish this beautiful and ancient woodland, 
through which the Moss Brook meanders.” Sheffield Wildlife Trust. 
http://www.wildsheffield.com/reserves/moss-valley-woodlands [last 
accessed 15/02/15]. 

http://www.english-nature.org.uk/citation/citation_photo/1000381.pdf
http://www.wildsheffield.com/reserves/moss-valley-woodlands








Fieldwork/Site – A Science?

“However, ecology is not a science like physics where observations can 
be repeated at will and investigators’ notes thrown away after the 
results are published. Early articles in ecological journals are often of 
more permanent value for the primary data collected by past ecologists 
than for the authors’ conclusions.” (Rackham, Oliver. 2008. ‘Ancient 
Woodlands: Modern Threats’ New Phytologist. Vol 30. 3. Blackwell: 
London. pp. 571-586. p. 571.)







Fieldwork/Site – An Art?

“The ability of the anthropologist to get us to take what they say 
seriously has less to do with either a factual look or an air of conceptual 
elegance that it has with their capacity to convince us that what they 
say is a result of their having actually penetrated (or, if you prefer, been 
penetrated by) another form of life, of one way or another having, truly 
‘been there’. And that, persuading us that this off stage miracle has 
occurred, is where writing comes in.” (Geertz Clifford, Works and Lives 
p. 4-5).









EVENING SKY AT 9 P.M. AT FORD BOTTOM, LOOKING WEST, TAKEN ON 
13TH JUNE 2011. ON MOST DAYS THERE ARE PROBABLY MORE PEOPLE 
FLYING OVER THE MOSS VALLEY THAN THERE ARE LIVING IN IT. ON 
MANY OCCASIONS YOU CAN COUNT AT LEAST 6 VAPOUR TRAILS IN THE 
SKY AT ONCE. THE MOSS VALLEY IS UNDERNEATH ONE OF THE BUSIEST 
SOUTH/NORTH AND EAST/WEST AIR TRAFFIC ROUTES. (Diary of Oliver 
Blensdorf).



Fieldwork/Site – What Space?

“Space is as much a challenge as time. Neither space nor place can 
provide a haven from the world. If time presents us with the 
opportunity of change and (as some would see it) the terror of death, 
then space presents us with the social in the widest sense: the 
challenge of our constitutive interrelatedness; the radical 
contemporaneity of an ongoing multiplicity of others, human and non-
human; and the ongoing and ever-specific project of the practices 
through which that sociability is to be reconfigured” (Massey, Doreen. 
For Space p. 195).









“My writing is clear as mud, but mud settles and clear streams run on and disappear, perhaps 
that is the reason but really there is no reason except that the earth is round and that no one 
knows the limits of the universe that is the whole thing about men and women that is 
interesting.” — Gertrude Stein, Everybody's Autobiography



‘Tansy City’

It doesn’t grow anymore at the same place but that is 
due to more efficient mowers, and the desire (like 
blacktop) to have anything smooth and of one sort or 
character. We therefore celebrate TANSY MORE THAN 
BEFORE (Charles Olson – Letter to George Butterick, 
1978: 22–23). 





Anthropormorphism

• [T]he swallow in Jefferies’s essay is still being thought too 
anthropomorphically, that is, as a unified self-relating subjective agent to 
which events happen in narrative sequence or which is depicted as the 
consistent central wielder of certain abilities and skills. Might it be a matter 
of writing not ‘he … reached the end of the lane and rose over the gate into 
the road—not a moment’s pause before he had made the leap over the 
gate to see if there was a wagon or not in the way’ but somehow of a 
multiple happening of relations in which definitive concepts of ‘lane’ and 
‘gate’ do not exist, but instead a transitory and changing constellation of 
percepts, hunger and muscular flexing, metamorphosing itself as a 
variously focussed assemblage of co-ordinations and impulses? (Clarke, 
Cambridge Companion to Environmental Literature p. 198)









“An Animal Enters Into Things”

“To make use of the polylingualism of one’s own language, to make a minor 
or intensive use of it, to oppose the oppressed quality of this language to its 
oppressive quality, to find points of nonculture or underdevelopment, 
linguistic Third World zones by which a language can escape, an animal 
enters into things, an assemblage comes into play.” —(Gilles Deleuze and 
Félix Guattari, Kafka: Towards a Minor Literature)

“This is, in other words and in the terms of my argument here, a failure of 
the imagination of coevalness. It denies a space of multiple becomings: the 
‘others’ are not allowed a life of their own” (Doreen Massey. For Space. 
2005)







My blog: cowyidentity.wordpress.com


